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hoever said you can’t be in 
two places at once was wrong. 

Just ask Jay McRae, manager of the 
Re-engineering Team. One day last 
month, McRae was in Medford, 
Roseburg, Baker City, Bend and 
Portland — at the same time. 

To be fair, McRae didn’t break — 
or even bend — any laws of nature 
or science. Instead, he tested a new 
tool for people who must pull 
together meetings, seminars and 
training sessions — teleconferencing. 

A teleconference appealed to 
McRae because he could reach 
people in different locations and 
explain the re-engineering project. 
He also knew people would have 
questions. The teleconference 
allowed him to answer those ques- 
tions immediately. An added bonus 
was that others also heard the 
questions and answers. 

“Teleconferencing is a terrific way to hold a meeting,” 
said Loyd Henion, Research and Technology manager 
in the Transportation Development Branch. 

Henion heads a study group looking into teleconfer- 
encing as an alternative to holding central location 
meetings and conferences. Other committee members 
are Dick Parker, Research Unit, and Ted Burney, Photo 
and Video Services. 

“In an atmosphere that demands we do more with 
less,” said Henion, “what could be better than holding a 
meeting with people from across the state without 
everyone traveling to a central location? Everybody stays 
close to home where the work is.” 


Air Fair 94 features guests from the 
final frontier — Apollo XII crew 


he crew of Apollo XII— who experienced the thrill 

of man’s second landing on the moon — will 
celebrate the silver anniversary of their historic 
mission in a rare appearance together at Air Fair 
94, Nov. 12-13 at the Oregon Convention 
Center in Portland. 

The free, two-day Air Fair is spon- 
sored, in part, by ODOT Aeronau- 
tics. 

Other celebrities appearing 
at Air Fair 94 include 
daredevil aerobatics pilot 
Julie Clark, Air Force fighter 
ace Brig. Gen. Stephen Ritchie, 
Learjet scion Shanda Lear, and 
motivational speaker and aviation 
humorist Rod Machado. 

In November 1969, American astronauts 
Pete Conrad, Alan Bean and Richard Gordon 
left Earth on their dangerous mission. Conrad and 
Bean landed on the moon on Nov. 19, 1969, as 
Gordon orbited above in the Apollo command ship. 
Nearly 25 years to the day after their historic lift-off 


Ted Burney (left), of Photo and aes Services, and Greg elon ( right), 
manager of the ED-NET Salem Teleconferencing Center, check transmission 
standards in the Salem studio. ODOT could save nearly $200,000 a year by 
teleconferencing, which eliminates travel time and costs. 


A teleconference uses television to link people in 
several locations. A central origination site — usually a 
television studio — is linked by satellite with other 
locations that act as receiving sites. 

There are two types of teleconferences. Two-way 
conferences link all locations with both audio and visual 
signals. All sites see and hear what’s going on at the 
other sites. In one-way conferences, audio and video 
signals transmit from the central location, while the 
receiving locations transmit audio signals only. 

Teleconferences can be set up in almost any location, 


Continued on page 4 


atop a giant Saturn rocket, the crew of Apollo XII will 
reunite in celebration of their contribution to space 
exploration. 
“Celebrating the 25th anniversary of Apollo XII 
is areal honor for Air Fair 794,” said John 
Helm, president of the Northwest Avia- 
tion Association, which organized the 
event. “The Apollo XII astronauts 
are real heroes who braved the 
uncertainties of the early lunar 
landing missions. We are 
proud they chose Oregon’s 
annual Air Fair to celebrate 
their achievement.” 

“Air Fair 94 is a family 
attraction,” Helm said. “This year we 
expect about 30,000 people to attend the 
event, because there is a lot to appeal to all 
family members, whatever their interest in 
aviation and aerospace. The astronauts and other 
aviation speakers, aircraft displays and workshops, 
and a special youth education area offer something 
for anyone interested in any aspect of aviation.” w 
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ttention football fans — attending a Seattle 
Seahawks game just got easier for I-5 corridor residents. 

ODOT has reached an agreement with Amtrak and 
the Southern Pacific railroad to develop high-speed 
passenger rail service in the Willamette Valley. As an 
initial step, an added daily, round-trip train between 
Eugene and Seattle started service on Oct. 31. 

In the evening, the Mt. Rainier train from Seattle runs 
south from Portland, with stops in Salem, Albany and 
Eugene. The train returns to Seattle from Eugene each 
morning, with valley stops along the way. 

Expanding the Mt. Rainier train south to Eugene 
supplements the current daily Coast Starlight train 
service to and from Seattle, along with dedicated 
thruway buses serving the valley stations between trains. 


he unofficial toll stands at 13 fatalities in highway 

work zones so far this year, including two ODOT 
employees. On Oct. 5, Cynthia Worcester of the La 
Grande maintenance crew was struck and killed by a 
truck that had veered across the fog line and col- 
lided with a state truck and trailer. The state vehicle 
was parked on the shoulder of I-84. Gary Ainsworth, 
also of the La Grande crew, received injuries in the 
same incident, and was released from an area 
hospital. 

Earlier this summer, an incident on I-5 near Medford 
took the life of Tony Collier. Collier was struck by a 
motorist who crossed the fog line while Collier was 
surveying. Collier was an engineering specialist 1 in 
Transportation Region 2 on temporary assignment in 
Transportation Region 3. 

Two other ODOT employees received injuries in 
separate incidents. Mike Salisbury, highway mainte- 
nance specialist in Transportation Region 1, received 


Eugene added to Mi. Rainier train service 


“The thruway buses are designed to make connec- 
tions between train stations in Eugene, Albany, Salem 
and Portland more convenient,” said Bob Krebs of 
ODOT?’s High-Speed Rail Section. “The combination of 
trains and buses make scheduling trips up and down the 
valley much easier, at a reasonable cost.” 

Amtrak tickets are valid on both trains and buses, on 
a reservation basis. Tickets are available from any travel 
agent, or by calling Amtrak at 1-800-USA-RAIL. Tickets 
cost between $42-$48 for a round-trip from Eugene to 
Seattle, depending on the day of travel. 

In addition to the new service, the agreement signed 
by ODOT, Southern Pacific and Amtrak allows selected 
track and signal work to be made during the next few 
months to reduce train running times. w 


Oregon’s traffic toll for crashes in highway work 
zones appears headed for a 10-year high 


serious injuries when he was hit by a motorist while 
removing debris from a roadway. He is recuperating at 
home. Rich Krog, an engineering specialist 1 in Trans- 
portation Region 2, was struck by a motorist near the 
Market Street Interchange in Salem. Krog is waiting for 
his doctor’s release to return to work. 

“It’s been a pretty serious year for ODOT,” said Larry 
Christianson of ODOT’s Transportation Safety Section. 

“These tragedies help focus our efforts,” Christianson 
added. “This winter we are doing an assessment of our 
policies, procedures, specifications and training to 
improve our safety practices by the start of the 1995 
construction season.” 

Other related activities planned for the 1995 season 
include introducing legislation to double fines for 
hazardous driving traffic violations in work zones, 
continuing the partnership with the Oregon State Police 
for special work zone patrols, and enhancing the Give 
‘Em a Brake program. w 


Travelers heading east on Highway 
20 into Sweet Home are now greeted 
by a new mural on ODOT’s 
maintenance building. The building 
was selected for the mural by the 
Sweet Home Economic Development 
Group as part of the city’s 
beautification project. The mural 
depicts members of the Calapooia, a 
Native American tribe who lived in 
the Willamette Valley. 


New aeronautics system speeds up business 


cc () n time, under budget and the customer was 
smiling!” 

Sounds like the ideal end to every ODOT project, 
right? That’s how Manager Betsy Johnson described the 
conclusion to a five-month revolution in the way that 
the Aeronautics Section does business. 

Last year, Aeronautics was faced with an increasingly 
difficult dilemma: how to register 13,000 pilots and 
6,000 planes every year using a “dinosaur” system. The 
old system required transactions to be processed in 
multiple locations, which inevitably resulted in delays. 
Employees were often frustrated by the system’s ineffi- 
ciencies, and customers were often forced to wait several 
weeks for their transactions to be completed. 

Last April, expert help was brought in from Pro Data, 
one of the consulting groups currently involved in the 
Information Systems Project at DMV. 

“We saw what the need was and decided to build the 
system based entirely on user specifications,” explained 
Mike Gilbert, one of the consultants who designed the 


Safety conference to be held in November 


he Transportation Safety Services Section will be 
hosting its 26th annual Safety Conference Nov. 29 
and 30 in Eugene. 

The annual conference brings together state safety 
agencies and special interest groups to learn about 
successful programs and developments. 

Breakout sessions and an awards’ dinner will be featured 
during the two-day conference. Topics covered will include 
community traffic safety programs and a program in which 


streamlined process. 

In the past, a registration had to pass through several 
hands, sections and buildings before it reached the 
customer. In keeping with general organizational trends 
at ODOT, however, the new system is completely 
centralized where the business occurs. From the first 
application to the final printing of documents, the 
process begins and ends at the Aeronautics office at the 
Salem airport. 

Along with improved customer service, more effi- 
cient use of employee time and skills and more accu- 
rate tracking of aeronautics records, one great aspect of 
this project is the cost: the entire process was com- 
pleted for under $10,000. The bulk of the expense 
came from the new desktop computer that now holds 
the old ODOT mainframe database, and from the new 
printer that is used to produce documents. Further- 
more, savings resulting from this new system should 
pay for the design and implementation costs within 
two years. w 


trauma room nurses describe their experiences in working 
with accident victims. Off-site workshops will include a 
safety seat inspection clinic for local parents and a demon- 
stration of highway reader boards. 

ODOT personnel or other people interested in transpor- 
tation safety issues are invited to attend the conference at 
the downtown Eugene Hilton. The cost of the conference is 
$50 for two days, including meals. Registration deadline is 
Nov. 15. For a registration form, call TSS at 378-3669. w 


O)pDoT in hiqtor 


Mr. J. L. Hoxie of Roseburg submitted this month’s 
history photo. In 1929, when this photo was taken, Mr. 
Hoxie worked on a highway project between Ashland 
and Klamath Falls on the Green Springs Highway. This 
photo shows a portable asphalt plant used at the project 
site. ODOT ts currently working on an improvement 
project on this same stretch of highway. 


Nationwide audience learns about ODOT 


ODOT?s accomplishments are catching the 
interest of readers throughout the United 
States. 

In the past year, three national publications 
chose to reprint articles originally appearing in 
TranScript. This fall, the U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s FHWA News reprinted a 
story and photographs on recreating wetlands, 
originally published in the April TranScript. 
Lawley Publications, based in Virginia, re- 
printed a Talgo train photo and an incident 
response vehicle photo in two different issues 
of their Urban Transportation Monitor. 

The story drawing the most interest is 
ODOT’s own tall whale tale originally printed 
in the July TranScript. Placed on electronic 
bulletin boards nationwide, the whale story has 
been accessed 90 to 300 times each week since 


News Briefs 


late September. The Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion (FBI) was even intrigued. An agent specializ- 
ing in explosives wanted a videotape of the 
blowup for his training classes. Why? — to show 
the effect of misplacing dynamite charges in large 
objects. 


Bend Right of Way receives award 


The Bend Right of Way section garnered the 
1994 Recycler of the Year Award for Waste 
Reduction in state government. 

Selected from dozen of entries, Right of Way 
was chosen because of its efforts to recycle and 
salvage buildings lying in the path of the Bend 
Parkway project. Innovative ideas on salvaging 
saved ODOT money, and also helped the com- 
munity by keeping waste out of the landfill. 

Twenty-three houses were auctioned and 
moved, earning the department $96,724. Another 


$10,289 came from salvage purchases. 

Nikki Barrett, coordinator of the Parkway 
recycling efforts, also received the Recycler of 
the Year Award from the city of Bend. 


Bandon airport reopens 


Sporting a new 3,600-foot long runway 
capable of better serving business aircraft, 
Bandon State Airport celebrated its grand re- 
opening in October. 

The airport improvements include a new 
runway, runway lighting system, windsock and 
airport beacon light. A precision approach path 
indicator was installed to help pilots with non- 
instrument landings, and trees were trimmed 
and drainage improvements were made. The old 
runway is now being used as a parallel taxiway. 

The Bandon Airport is located off U.S. 101 
south of Bandon. 
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Don Forbes 
ODOT Director 


t’s been said that, “It isn’t news until it’s reported.” 

This is especially true with government good news 
stories. In my September column, I encouraged all 
employees to spread the word about ODOT success 
stories. And, I am very pleased to see that this is happen- 
ing. 

I love good news, good food, and a parade of any kind 
so Iam a real cheerleader when it comes to a parade of 
delicious successes. 

Larry Olson, Technical Support manager and his 
Transportation Region 1 team is just one group that’s 
gotten excited about spreading the word. He shared 
some of his team’s recent efforts. 

Olson highlighted Oregon’s efforts to integrate 
transportation modes with a national audience attend- 
ing a Pro Bike /Pro Walk Conference in Portland. 
Afterward, he showed off the I-205 bike path — one of 
Oregon’s finest — to a bike planner from Albuquerque, 
NM. 

Teresa Elliott has been touting their success in resolv- 
ing conflicts between utility lines and new construction 
projects. She’s designed some creative solutions that 
reduced the need to move utility lines during construc- 
tion. On one Washington County project alone, her 
design changes saved more than $3 million. She’s made 
a presentation package to share her success with na- 
tional, regional and local utility groups. 


The team took their message to the public at the city 
of Portland’s Bike Fest in September. Team member 
Jesse Blanchard’s bicycle inventory map was a big hit. 
The group passed out more than 500 Oregon Coast Bike 
route maps and 600 of the Oregon Bicycling Guides. 

At the same time, they had the opportunity to talk 
face-to-face with their customers who learned ODOT 
does more than build roads. Customers heard that 12 
percent of Portland’s Engineering Unit bikes to work. 
They learned Transportation Region | is soon moving 
into a new building close to transit lines. 

Another team member takes a different approach to 
enhancing our agency’s image in the community. 
Mahasti Hastings volunteers her services with the 
Metropolitan Utility Coordination Council as publicity 
chair. She arranges opportunities for the group to get 
their message — and ODOT’s — to the public. Her 
latest effort was a booth at the Portland Home and 
Garden Show. Involvement in community groups goes a 
long way toward putting a face on ODOT and helps us 
get to know our communities and customers better. 

President John F. Kennedy said that, “The basis of 
effective government is public confidence.” Individual 
effort in communities around the state will restore that 
confidence and remove barriers one brickbat at a time. 
Keep up the good work with these random acts of good 
news. w 


Welding helmets provide a breath of fresh air 


A new welding system protects Bill 
Schleicher of the Support Services 
Branch from breathing poisonous 
smoke. The system prevents lead, 
chromates and heavy metals from 
entering the respiratory system. 


arth Vader is alive and well, and he works for 
Support Services. 

Well, not really — but it looks like it. If you visit the 
Fabrication Shop in Salem, you may see 17 torch- 
wielding welders engaged in their smoky battle with fire 
and steel. And thanks to new, state-of-the-art safety 
equipment, they’re breathing squeaky clean air while 
they work. 

Due to the composition and shape of the painted 
metals on much of ODOT equipment, welding at the 
fabrication shop produces a particularly nasty mix of 
poisonous smoke; lead, chromates and heavy metals 
find an easy pathway into the body through the respira- 
tory system. 

The old ventilation system sometimes consisted of 
nothing more than a standard welding mask and an 
open door. When annual air quality tests were con- 
ducted on the shop, employees discovered that they 
were being exposed to very unhealthy levels of contami- 
nants. Concern for employee well-being and OSHA 
regulations mandated a change. 

Blood tests showed that the chemicals hadn’t yet 
accumulated in employees’ bodies, and they wanted to 


keep it that way. Extensive testing of various equipment 
options in the Salem, La Grande and Bend shops led the 
employees and safety representatives to choose the Racal 
Welding System. 

This new system incorporates a battery-powered 
respirator/air-filter, grinding shield, hard-hat and 
electronically-controlled welding shield into one omi- 
nous package. 

Protection like this comes at a price: more than $800 
per helmet. 

“That’s expensive, but what we spent for 17 helmets 
would have bought only three of the alternate systems,” 
explained Mel Chaput, Equipment Repair manager of 
the Fabrication Shop. 

Furthermore, the helmets provide the maximum 
protection with unique flexibility, which means maxi- 
mum productivity and safety. 

According to Jeff Sawyer, who has been using the new 
helmet since July, the new system can be a hassle: It’s 
heavier and can be cumbersome in some of the tight 
places where ODOT welders work. But Sawyer also sees 
major advantages: “After working encased in smoke, it’s 
nice not to taste it for three days afterward.” w 


Teleconferencing could save ODOT $200,000 


Continued from page I 


The least-expensive method uses an existing studio. The 
Oregon Educational Network (ED-NET), established by 
the Legislature in 1989, is primarily a teleconferencing 
network. Members include colleges and community 
colleges, local school districts, hospitals and some 
private businesses. 

According to the people involved in ODOT’s telecon- 
ferencing project, the new technology offers the depart- 
ment one huge benefit: It can drastically reduce the cost 
of a meeting by nearly eliminating travel costs. 

“Teleconferencing is very cost effective,” said Ted Burney, 
Photo and Video Services. “It will never replace person-to- 
person contact, but it can eliminate tremendous amounts of 
travel for large groups of people. It is a great way to get your 


message across over long distances without travel.” 

Henion agreed. . 

“When we first began looking at teleconferencing,” he 
said, “we gathered data on how much we were spending 
within ODOT for people to commute to Salem for 
meetings and conferences. Then, we tried to determine 
how much could be saved if ODOT went to some 
alternative means such as teleconferencing.” 

Henion said initial figures indicated the department 
could save nearly $200,000 a year by teleconferencing. 

“We think that’s a conservative number,” said 
Henion, “because we focused only on trips coming in to 
Salem and not intra-region trips. We think the actual 
savings could be closer to $500,000.” 

“We feel that this is a technology that works,” he said, 
“and ODOT should move ahead with it.” w 


Commissioner shares his transportation thoughts 


ight months into his tenure as chairman of the 

Oregon Transportation Commission, Henry Hewitt 
admits that he has learned a lot — but still has a lot to 
learn. 

“The fact is,” said Hewitt, a Portland attorney, “trans- 
portation issues are extremely complex. They are the 
point at which land use, the environment, mobility, 
transportation, economic development and livability all 
intersect.” 

Becoming the chairman of the Transportation Com- 
mission with limited exposure to transportation issues 
was an advantage, he said. It meant he had no precon- 
ceived notions of what to expect, and consequently, 
there have been few surprises. 

“The surprise, if there has been one,” he said, “is that 
transportation is not a simple set of issues and that the 
responsibility of planning transportation — against the 
backdrop of economic development, livability and a clean 
environment free of congestion — is overwhelming.” 

Hewitt is a Portland native who grew up in the Rose 
City neighborhood and graduated from Madison High 
School before earning a bachelor’s degree at Yale 
University and a law degree at Willamette University. 
He is chairman of the Stoel Rives Boley Jones and Gray 
law firm. He also is vice chairman of the board of 
trustees of Willamette University and a member of the 
board of trustees of Oregon Graduate Institute. 

ODOT has done a good job recently in building 
partnerships with the public and other government 
agencies, Hewitt said. The department needs to con- 
tinue to open itself up to the public in order to forge a 
bond of trust. 

“ODOT must be in the forefront of those governmental 
agencies the public views as adding value to our state,” he 
said. “We must deliver — in relationship with other 
governments — quality projects people want and need. 

“A wide perception that we are part of the solution and 
not part of the problem will go a long way in helping us 
gain the levels of funding that need to be invested in 
transportation. We need to continue the good efforts we 
are making at being a good partner and a good provider 
of quality projects needed for transportation.” 

In a broader perspective, Hewitt said Oregon faces two 
major challenges to planning transportation systems. 

“One is the reality that transportation systems don’t 
fit well within geographic boundaries,” Hewitt said. 
“When the state was established 135 years ago, county 
and city boundaries were set against a backdrop that 
simply wasn’t as complex as we have today. I think our 
geographic boundaries get in the way of our being 
effective and efficient providers of transportation. 

“In Portland, we have a significant urban area that 
includes Clark County, Canby, Newburg and other 
communities. Our inability to plan as if it was one geo- 
graphic regional government is an impediment to effec- 
tively solving problems. A major challenge I see facing us at 
ODOT — and all of government — is to figure out how to 
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The Federal Highway Administration is develop- 


ing promotional items to help the public and 
transportation departments convert to metrics. 
The temperature graphic (left) is reprinted from 
the Metricube, a 10 cm high cardboard cube 
picturing metric information on each of its 
panels. Another item available from the FHWA is 


Henry Hewitt (left), chairman of the 
Oregon Transportation Commission, 
congratulates Dale Allen (right), 

Transportation Region 4 manager, for 
his 35 years of service. 


function as if we were a consolidated enterprise. 

“The second issue is how we fund the transportation 
infrastructure in the 21st century. The vision for the 
future is of a transportation system that encompasses 
not just highways and bridges but a variety of modes — 
passenger and freight rail, high speed rail, light rail mass 
transit, bikes and cars. We need to rethink the depen- 
dence on fossil fuels taxes to fund these projects. We 
must look broadly at solving the needs of moving goods 
and people free of congestion in a clean environment.” 

Hewitt said building a bond of trust with its custom- 
ers — the people who use the state’s transportation 
systems — is the best way for ODOT to remain a viable 
organization, even in an era when the tendency is to cut 
the size of government. 

“The reality is we need to figure out how to deliver 
more high-quality projects with less,” he said. “ODOT 
should view that as a positive challenge — to be in the 
forefront of achieving it. 

“Tm not suggesting that drastic change is going to 
occur in how we staff or how we do things. Our goal will 
be to constantly re-evaluate how we might be more 
effective at delivering what we deliver at lower cost. 
Over time that would probably mean, in a constant 
dollar environment, that we do it with fewer people. But 
we probably will achieve that through the natural 
process of attrition that occurs in the organization.” w 


The meter is running on metrics 


the SI Metric-English Converter slide rule. A 
limited supply of both items is available from 
Metric Coordinator Cathy Nelson, 986-3536. 
She also has a supply of Metric Basics, an ODOT 
publication that covers the basic why, what, 
when and how of converting to and using the 
metric system. 


Appointments 


Promotions 


Correction 
In the October TranScript pro- 
motions list, Kim Fry’s new 
classification was incorrect. Fry 
was promoted to a highway 


Retirements 


Obituaries 


maintenance assistant supervisor. 


Kenneth Doud, right-of-way agent 2, Bend. 

James Duncan, highway maintenance specialist/entry, 
Prospect. 

Kandis Dunn, office coordinator, Bend. 

Michael Harrington, systems analyst 1, Salem. 


Cole Mullis, transportation engineer 1, Salem. 

Rickie Reeves, highway maintenance specialist/entry, Prospect. 

Gregory Sachau, program technician 1, Salem. 

Matthew Thomas, highway maintenance specialist/en- 
try, McMinnville. 


Craig Austin, motor vehicle representative 1 to motor 
vehicle representative 2, Portland. 

Jerry Baggett, highway maintenance specialist to high- 
way maintenance supervisor 2, Prineville. 

Michael Buchanan, transportation engineer | to princi- 
pal executive/manager D, La Grande. 

Julie Bunnell, environmental program coordinator 1 to 
transportation engineer 1, Salem. 

Ruthann Heaton, motor vehicle representative 2 to mo- 
tor vehicle representative 3, Baker City. 

John Kalvelage, associate transportation engineer to 
transportation engineer 1, Salem. 


Brian Newby, highway maintenance assistant supervi- 
sor to highway maintenance supervisor 1, Portland. 

Tony Nguyen, engineering specialist 1 to engineering 
specialist 2, Portland. 

Shane Ottosen, associate transportation engineer to 
principal executive/manager B, Clackamas. 

Aileen Pettit, motor vehicle representative 1 to motor 
vehicle field office leader 1, Junction City. 

Christine Robles, data entry operator to office specialist 
2, Salem. 

Melody Sheffield, motor vehicle field office leader 2 to 
program technician 1, Salem. 


Robert Ackerman, associate transportation engineer, 
Salem, retired in October after 31 years of service. 

Richard Anderson, highway maintenance supervisor 2, 
Milwaukie, retired in October after 41 years of service. 

Dennis Billings, transportation engineer 2, Salem, re- 
tired in October after 35 years of service. 

Eunice Dschaak, principal executive/manager A, Eu- 
gene, retired in October after 33 years of service. 

Alfred Edwards, program technician 1, Salem, retired in 
October after 8 years of service. 

Thomas Eiguren, transportation engineer 2, Bend, re- 
tired in October after 33 years of service. 

Marilyn Frederickson, principal executive/manager A, 
Portland, retired in October after 23 years of service. 
Roger Halvorson, highway maintenance specialist, Man- 

ning, retired in October after 31 years of service. 


Donald Jenks, transportation engineer 1, Milwaukie, re- 


tired in October after 33 years of service. 

Phillip Lewellyn, transportation engineer 2, Bend, re- 
tired in October after 30 years of service. 

Neil Moxley, sign technician 3, Salem, retired in October 
after 17 years of service. 

Donald Records, highway maintenance specialist, 
Hermiston, retired in October after 13 years of service. 

David Shaw, associate transportation engineer, Salem, 
retired in October after 31 years of service. 

Robert Wegener, motor vehicle representative 3, Bend, 
retired in October after 18 years of service. 

Jerry Williams, associate transportation engineer, Port- 
land, retired in October after 40 years of service. 

Ronald Young, highway maintenance worker, Portland, 
retired in October after 31 years of service. 


Everett Dickson, retired from Highway in 1992, 
Prineville, died Oct. 4. He was 57. 

Bill Kendall, retired from Highway in 1978, Ontario, 
died Sept. 12. He was 80. 

Harley Mayfield, retired from Highway in 1974, Eu- 
gene, died Sept. 18. He was 81. 


Florence Maintenance Crew — from Rebecca Norton, 
Florence. “I drive a lot in my job as a home health 
occupational therapist, and have been very touched that 
no matter how early I was up and out on the road, 
someone had been there before me with sand on icy 
days, and clearing rocks from the roads on nice days. I 
know they probably don’t get public recognition enough 
— so please pass on that one citizen thinks they’re doing 
an excellent job.” 

Vern Daily, Bud Kimsey and Dan Kaplan — Salem, 
from Sergeant Harold Smith, Salem Police Department, 
for their collective response to a head-on collision. “You 
handled the traffic smoothly and safely, and you gave 
clear and easy directions for the drivers to understand. It 
was obvious that you all knew what you were doing and 
that you are a real team. Your abilities saved the Salem 
Police Department from having to send another two to 
three officers to the scene. Your actions are a genuine 
example of pride in public service.” 


Cynthia Worcester, highway maintenance specialist, La 
Grande, died Oct. 5 when a truck crossed the fog line 
on I-84 and crashed into a state truck and trailer. She 


was 39. 
Daniel Ehrlich, visual resources specialist, died Oct. 20. 
He was 53. 


Gene Murty — John Day DMV, from Roy and B,J. 
Densberger, Mt Vernon. “The office was very busy 
when the unthinkable happened, the computers went 
down. Through all this, Gene remained very calm and 
cheerful. He explained to everyone that he did not 
know how long the computer would be down, and it 
might be better to come back later. We went back later 
in the week and were out in a very short time. Moving 
up from California where you are treated as a number 
and not a person, made this a very refreshing experi- 
ence. I would like to thank your staff in John Day for 
making us feel welcome.” 

Jerry Page, Steve Wilson and Steve Macnab — Bend, 
from Sally Russell, race director, Cascade Cycling 
Classic. “ODOT’s cooperation and partnership with us 
this year for the Cascade Cycling Classic was simply 
wonderful. It shined especially when we all learned of 
the tanker spill on the Santiam Pass. Your offer to shut 
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Service award 


40 years 


Raymond Dillon, transportation engineer 2, Salem. 


30 years 


George Ball, engineering specialist 1, Eugene. 
Cathie Head, support services supervisor 2, Salem. 


25 years 


Dave Dowrie, principal executive/manager F, Salem. 


20 years 


Randy Bednar, highway maintenance supervisor 2, Kla- 
math Falls. 

Cynthia Foltz, data entry operator, Salem. 

Roger Hansen, principal executive/manager E, Salem. 

Keith Hedeen, fiscal coordinator 2, Salem. 

Jan Huxel, highway maintenance specialist, Warm 
Springs. 

John Jones, highway maintenance specialist, Eugene. 

William Marlowe, highway maintenance assistant su- 
pervisor, Basque. 

Thomas Martin III, right-of-way agent 2, Salem. 

John Peterson, weighmaster 2, Ashland. 

Barbra Rodge, office assistant 2, Salem. 

Bobby Staggs, engineering specialist 3, Salem. 

Betty Strauch, principal executive/manager A, Salem. 

David White, highway maintenance specialist, Jordan 
Valley. 

Roger Wroblewski, engineering specialist 3, Salem. 


15 years 


Patty Barkmeyer-Thompson, motor vehicle representa- 
tive 1, Salem. 

James Burton, traffic signal technician 3, Salem. 

Glenda Collings, administrative specialist 1, Salem. 

Dwight Culver, highway maintenance specialist, 
Coquille. 

Richard DeMaris, engineering specialist 2, Portland. 

Mary Dodson, public service representative 3, Salem. 


Letter 


down McKenzie Pass for a shortened period of time for 
the race was much admired and will be talked about for 
a long time. Thank you again for working with us to 
make the 1994 Cascade Cycling Classic a success in 
many, many ways.” 

Linda Hopper — Forest Grove DMV, from Daniel 
Harris and Dennis Erickson, Washington County, for 
the cooperation and help you extended to Washington 
County. “Your new and innovative ideas regarding 
client services has been a refreshing and long overdue 
change in the way things have been. Your creative ideas 
and talents are recognized and applauded.” 

Jeff Drago — Woodburn Maintenance Crew, from 
Billie Monroe, Holladayland Day School, Portland, for 
helping the Holladayland Day School kids and bus 
driver when their bus broke down. “Your thoughtful- 
ness and kindness was greatly appreciated by all. The 
children told their parents about how you helped. What 
was a difficult situation became a learning experience 
for the children.” 

Jon Hicks — Klamath Falls, from David Arnold, 
chairman of Merle West Corp., Klamath Falls. “Jon is a 
man of talent and foresight, and we have enjoyed his 
involvement. I am sorry to see him leaving the commu- 
nity because he personifies to me what government 
needs to develop. It must have citizens interested in 
their community, as well as their own jobs. Certainly, 
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Dianne Harsh, administrative specialist 1, Salem. 

Christopher Horton, engineering specialist 2, Eugene. 

Jacquelyn Keller, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Mikel Landis, highway maintenance specialist, Bend. 

Betty Latimer, motor vehicle representative 1, Portland. 

Ernest Leggett, Jr., weighmaster 2, Klamath Falls. 

Pamela Leonhardt, computer operator specialist, Salem. 

William LesselYoung, highway maintenance specialist, 
Parkdale. 

Terry Masewicz, communication system analyst 2, Port- 
land. 

James Norman, environmental program coordinator 2, 
Salem. 


Robert Popham, highway maintenance specialist, Burns. 


Joleene Steinbrink, data entry operator, Salem. 
Milton Weaver, weighmaster 2, Roseburg. 
Connie Wilson, payroll technician, Salem. 


10 years 


Tom Anderson, highway maintenance specialist, Ma- 
dras. 

Paul Anello, transportation engineer 1, Salem. 

Nowzar Ardalan, transportation engineer 2, Salem. 

Cindy Beiningin, accountant 2, Salem. 

Barry Bittner, associate transportation engineer, Salem. 

Joe Blankenbaker, parts supply specialist 2, Salem. 

Philip DiBartolo, highway maintenance specialist, 
Maupin. 

Robert Drinkwater, highway maintenance specialist, 
Burns. 

Conrad Godding, highway maintenance specialist, 
Drain. 

Alfred Heyn, transportation engineer 1, Salem. 

Wesley Madison, machinist, La Grande. 

Lillian Morgan, accounting technician, Salem. 

Michael Murphy, highway maintenance specialist, 
Bend. 

Scott Nodes, transportation engineer 2, Salem. 

Jerold Page, transportation engineer 1, Bend. 

Phyllis Pratt, engineering specialist 2, Portland. 

Michael Starnes, transportation engineer 1, Salem. 


the efforts of people like Mr. Hicks make it a lot more 
plausible when he stands before a group and or makes a 
statement in the media concerning ODOT. He becomes 
credible. Government officials and process need cred- 
ibility. I hope you can utilize more people like Jon to do 
this kind of work.” 

Gene Murty — John Day DMV, from Joanna 
Corson, Burns. “The DMV manager was extremely 
courteous, very knowledgeable and helpful to us and we 
were soon on our way. This is not an isolated case. 
From time to time in recent years, my husband has 
stopped in the office and he has always received effi- 
cient, courteous service. It is our pleasure to commend 
the action of this manager. It is encouraging to know 
that we have people of this caliber working for the 
DMV.” 

Steve Macnab — Bend, from Donald Kerr, president 
of the High Desert Museum. “I want to extend our great 
appreciation for your assistance in initiating and 
expediting the stopgap measures to temporarily im- 
prove our entrance and entrance signing. The addition 
of a deceleration lane, the paving of the tongue connect- 
ing to the museum’s road and replacing highway signs 
all have helped improve visitor attraction to the mu- 
seum. We greatly appreciate the cooperation and 
support we have received from your staff at all levels 
and look forward to the completion of the project.” 


Cathie Head 


Candid 


Comment 


Craig Shike 
Bridge Designer 
Technical Services 


Salem 


Craig Shike 


“We've already learned 
the metric system as part 
of our training in college, 
so I think we’re ready to 
go with it. We do need to 
change some of our 
standards and reference 
materials; all of our design 
manuals are in English 
units, and we also have a 
lot of drawings that have 
to be revised. That process 
may take some time from 
our regular work. Other 
than that conversion 
process, it will be the 
same principals, just 
different units.” 


Dennis Scofield 

Interim Manager 
Transportation Inventory 
Mapping 

Transportation 
Development 

Salem 


Dennis Scofield 


“We serve two customers: 
the field and engineering. 
Both have different 
deadlines for conversion 
to the metric system. The 
real conflict will be if they 
don’t convert at the same 
time, and we have to 
work with both systems 
simultaneously. We hope 
to avoid that.” 


Sam Johnston 
Standards Engineer 
Technical Services 
Salem 


Sam Johnston 
“Tt affects me right now. 
The Standards group is 
in the process of con- 
verting all of our stan- 
dard drawings and 
details for highway 
design and construction 
from English to metric. 
It is a different language, 
so there will be future 
issues about learning and 
speaking that language 
with suppliers and 
others.” 


Robin Brooks 

Senior Traffic 
Investigator 
Transportation Region 1 
Portland 


Robin Brooks 
“Signs will be converted to 
metric units. The work 
will be different in the 
sense that we'll have to 
start thinking in metric 
units for the size of letters. 
Also, since we round off 
measurements in the field, 
the distances may not 
always be equal: changes 
may come out in striping 
lanes, for instance. Obvi- 
ously it will mean some 
changes for us.” 
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How will your work be 
affected by the conversion 
to the metric system? 


Jeff Drago 

Signal Designer 
Technical Services 
Salem 


LN/ 
Jeff Drago 
“Tt’s a much simpler 
system to use. The 
experience in other 
countries, such as 
Canada, is that the 
conversion is much easier 
and more effective if it’s 
done all at once rather 
than drawing out the 
process, like ripping off a 
Band-Aid. I do my work 
in metrics now, and you 
just get used to it.” 


Bruce Anderson 
Highway Maintenance 
Specialist 
Transportation Region 2 
Tillamook 


Bruce Anderson 


“It’s not really affecting 
me now, but it will. 
There’s a lot of things that 
we do that use standard 
measurement, but I don’t 
see why we can’t learn 
metrics. I don’t really 
want to, but I suppose it’s 
a better way than what we 
do now. I wish they would 
have started it long ago. It 
probably would have been 
easier during school, but 
we can learn it.” 


Jerry Page 

District 10 Operations 
Engineer 

Region 4 

Bend 


Jerry Page 


“T expect it will have a 
sizeable effect on my job, 
both negative and posi- 
tive. The negative effects 
mostly from the learning 
curve. But we have a 
chance to do away with a 
lot of station and mile- 
post equations that we’ve 
been dealing with for 
years. I can see solving 
some big problems by not 
having to make those 
conversions anymore.” 


Steve Larkins 

Highway Maintenance 
Specialist 
Transportation Region 2 
Warrenton 


Steve Larkins 


“Maybe in the way we 
figure out the perfor- 
mance measurement for 
the way we figure out lane 
miles for work we’ve 
done. Just takes some 
time getting used to the 
changeover. After you 
grow up with one system, 
it'll take a while to change 
over to the new system.” 


